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Regain your confidence with
pelvic floor physical therapy

6

When eating for
two is trouble

Many women experience stress urinary
incontinence, light bladder leakage that
occurs due to sudden increases in abdominal
pressure, as with sneezing, coughing or
exercise. This type of urinary incontinence
is common in women and is often associated
with weakened pelvic floor muscles. While
surgery may be an option, women often don't
realize that physical therapy is also a very
effective treatment option – and typically the
best first step. A physical therapist trained
in evaluation of the pelvic floor will evaluate
the strength and coordination of your pelvic
floor and abdominal muscles, as well as your
posture, hips and pelvis. From there, you
will learn how to strengthen those muscles
and use them properly so you can manage
those leakage situations. Many women see
a difference within a few months, but like
any muscle in your body, you'll get the best
results if you work at it every day. If you
experience stress urinary incontinence and
have seen your doctor to rule out infection
or another issue as the cause, pelvic floor
physical therapy can be a great first option
to pursue – and for many, it can lead to a life
free of those embarrassing little leaks.

Pregnancy is a time of dramatic change in the
body, and the average woman gains 25 to 35
pounds. Some women embrace their changing
size and shape, but for women who show signs
of an eating disorder, are excessively focused
on body image or are in recovery from
an eating disorder, it can be a dangerous,
challenging period. Women who don’t eat
enough or binge and purge during pregnancy
put themselves at risk for dehydration,
cardiac irregularities, gestational diabetes,
labor complications and more. Babies receive
all of their nutrients from their mother, so an
eating disorder during pregnancy can lead to
low birth weight, preterm birth, respiratory
distress and other complications. It’s crucial
for any woman who is struggling with
eating to seek help from an eating disorders
professional during pregnancy. We can help
ensure you receive the proper nutrition and
mental health counseling. Our compassionate
team will be with you every step of the way to
ensure the healthiest pregnancy possible.
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